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ANDIDATE ALEX FISCH: his futureis now 

former bankruptcy attorney, 
Fisch now works for the state 

Sometimes it takes a semi

By Steve Montgomery 

attorney general's office in the 
nal moment for candidates for natural resources law unit, 
public office to thrown their hat which gives him pernaps a bet
into the ring. ter understanding of environ

For attorney Alex Fisch, mental law and special insight 
both occurred in 2016 and in into one of the central tenet of 
volved heading the campaign his campaign. 
of a municipal ballot measure A first time candidate, he has 
and working on the successful been endorsed by the county 
campaigns of Councilwoman and local Democratic parties, 
Meghan Sahli-Wells and now the Culver City Firefighters 
Vice Mayor Thomas SmalL Assn. and a number of former 

Measure CA, which would and current officeholders, in
have returned the authority to cluding Small and Sahli-Wells. 

ALEX FISCH 
appoint the city's public safety Redemption, compassion and 
chiefs from the city coun second chances are corner
cil to the city manager, stones of Fisch's campaign 
lost overwhelmingly with and he mentioned them 
more nearly 65% of vot several times during a re
ers siding against the department, it's very important cent interview 
measure. that we show our citizens that Fisch, as other candidates 

Fisch led the opposition of we're serious about how we have expressed, feels that Cul
the measure, met a lot of peo engage with the police. During ver City soon is approach ing 
ple in and out of government in the campaign, I didn't imme a period of ch ange within its 
the process and says both cam diately see the salience of that borders- the addition of new 
paigns t aught him a lot. issue but as I thought about it inY8Stment and high-profile 

"I saw that there's an appe occurred to me that while we companies, discussion of a new 
tite here for progl'essive poli value our police we need ac general plan, increased traf
tics," said Fisch. counta bility too," Fisch said. fic and density and a dearth of 

The ~ea.'=ure CA campaign .'\. Culver City resident of affarda Ie housin g- which will 
helped cry.rrallize his deci.:-ion 13 years. Fisch ~ competing r~UlI'€ new and creative plan
to run for office after he decided with bnsinessman A.. rr -ern. nin", and 5<JIUl lOns. 
to leave private practice for the bankruptcy attorney .. Ia rro" ~I ih..nk we are at a point if 
state attorney general's office. Tiggs and activist Daniel Lee we t~e the pa th of businesses 
"With the history of our police for two city council seats. A See EL.ECTION Page 9 

Historical Society bas eye on Olympics 

Culver City has played a part Olympic Movement, and previ- The '84 Games also was the 

in the past Los Angeles Olym- ously served on the Research first time a women's Olympic 
pic Games, and the Culver City Council . marathon was held, with both 
Historical Society looks for- The year 1932 marked the the men's and women's mara
ward to being involved in 2028 construction of the first Olym- thon routes passing through 
Games, when the world's ath- pic Athletes Village in nearby Culver City on their way to the 
letes return to the region. Baldwin Hills. finish line. 

During the CC Historical Along with the athletes How will Culver City play a 
Society's April 18 General came appetites. Thus began part in 2 28? Are futme Olym
Meeting and Program. it \viU the Great Olympic Bread War, pians from Cul 'er City t raining 

KEJIEY@ 


MIL 

YOUR #1 LOC 

310.560.2999 

GETMO 

Ferrara 

Toni Ferrara was nar 

of the Year for 2017 -20 1 
honorary dinner held 
night, March 23. 

This honor was given 
unflagging willingnes 
whatever needed to ~ 
and always doing it 
smile, Elk officers said. 

"The Culver City E 
stows scholarships t 
school seniors and T( 
there helping grade thE 
and rank the entrants,l 
official said. 

When the Elks hel 
"Mother's Day bruncl! 
Cinco de Mayo palty, a 

CCname 

CalFire Urban Fares 

vid Haas, presented a 'Ii 
USA plaque and flag to 
Council in recognition 
vel' City's designation a 
City on March 26. 

This recognition hi 
the City's Urba n Fore 
t el' P lan. r eflecting h 
commitment to caring 
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The Culver City V om<J 
look back at Olympic h.L,--wry which m~"{]l\'t,d Helm~ Bakerie right now on our -tree . - :md ir.. 
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ELECTION bringing more affordable hous that as my reawakening." will need them in future years. tributing what could be cam
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I ing to Culver City, despite Fisch has been an active "Everybody in government paign material but is illegible, 

some of the public's aversion voice in the campaign to ban should be thinking about all which some believe was an at
as usual, we could make some to new lower income housing. the practice of hydraulic frac these things, and we have state tempt to intimidate them. 
of our problems a lot worse "We need market rate hous turing, commonly known as groundwater obligations that The publication also falsely 
than they are, like traffic, the ing. It's an emergency. There fracking, in the Inglewood Oil· we have to look at so this is on quoted a spokesman from the 
structural budget issues or the are people dying in the streets," field . . In fact, it is a central our plates whether we what it Fair Political Practices Com
path where we can solve some implored the Ranch Higuera plank of his campaign. to be or not," Fisch said. mission, erroneously claiming 
of those problems, like main resident. He says it is realistic to get a Fisch took note of the tenor of that the FPPC administers 
taining the diversity of the city He has shrugged off the statewide ban and cited an in the campaign, which is becom election codes. FPPC spokes
and looking at affordability whispering campaign that has defatigable local activist cam· ing more and more strident as man Jay Wierenga also denied 
in housing," he said. "Some tagged him as the "Section 8 paign to push local legislators election days draws nearer. that he had advised the publi
of these problems could take candidate." to ban plastic bags as part of a "I kind of hope that I'm cation of any reported election 
a long time to solve but we've "Every single rumor that has larger campaign that eventu· helping try and set a different violations. 
got to start talking about them gotten back to me about my ally led to a statewide ban in tone in the race. I think I have Wierenga did note that he 
now." campaign or me is made me feel 2012. people from most of the politi checked with the California 

Fisch is the chairmen of the stronger about myself. I know If it can happen with plastic cal factions in Culver City- not Secretary of State, which ad
city's homeless committee, and that it's right to build more af bags, he reasons, it can happen all- but most of them and I ministers election codes, and 
he has seen up close and per fordable housing. Not just be with fracking. hope it's because they see that the group did not appear to be 
sonal the growing numbers of cause it's good for homeowners, Culver City became the I'm someone who does listen registered. 
homeless individual and fami it's because it's just right," he 100th in the state to ban the and wants them to have their With less than two weeks be
lies that the city has seen in re~ asserted. "AIld I think people sale of plastic bags. voices heard," he said. ''There's fore the election, Fisch thinks 
cent years. "One thing that I've see that." "The ban happened state been some low stuff that sort he has found his rhythm on 
learned is h9w long it takes be Steve Gourley, a former Cul wide because a group of munic of caught me by surprise but the campaign trail. "I'm feeling 
fore an idea goes from a policy ver City mayor, pointed out at ipalities decided to take action that's politics." confident in the race. It's been 
concept to actual deployed pol a candidate forum that Fisch and take the initiative in ban The tone of this campaign a lifelong desire of my to try to 
icy, as well as how important had not voted in a couple of lo ning plastic bag and the [plas has become more polarized, empathize with others and I'm 
the issue of housing affordabil cal elections, even though he tic industry] eventually said, with nasty social media posts still learning, and I want to 
ity in our city has become," he had voted in state and national 'Fine,'" he recalled. ''That's how about the candidates. In per keep learning," he said. 
said. "[The committee] is going races. we can get grassroots change. haps one of the worst moments "I think people see that I'm 
to have the chance to do some Fisch was refreshingly can Sometimes you have to wage of the campaign, a local publi compassionate. A city coun
stuff in the future like partner did about his missed votes. these guerilla wars to get what cation ineffectively attempted cilmember needs competence, 
ing with the county on some "The most important thing you want. to denounce a group who en compassion and a belief in 
stuff like rapid rehousing. And that I can say is I was wrong. ''With the fracking ban, may gaged in a controversial leaflet redemption." Election day is 
I'm optimistic about Measure To not vote -in any election is be that's how we have to do ing campaign denigrating the April 10. 
H [the county measure passed wrong and that's part of my it. We at least have to call the Culver City Chamber of Com
in 2016 that will raise $355 civic reawakening/' heap.mit question." 
million over 10 years for home ted. ''There's no excuse.-- Local He has actively called on be in taste. 
less services]." politics is critically important taking care of local groundwa The 

Fisch said he is fully behind and now I hope that people see ter resources and how the city 

\., 

merce that some considered to 

publication published 
photographs of residents dis-

Gary Walker contributed to 
this story. 
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End of life 

discussion 

for disabled 


Former Mayor Jim Clarke 
will be among five panelists 
at The Achievable Foundation 
discussion of the end-of-life 
planning for families of chil
dren with a developmental dis
ability on Wednesday, April 11. 
The event will be from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Westside Regional 
Center, 5901 Green Valley Cir
cle, Culver City. 

Panelists will address legal, 
health, financial and health 
planning. Go to www.achiev
able.org 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR II 
COUNCILMAN NEEDS TO 

SELF-REFLECT 
It was interesting to read the 

subject article written by Jim 
Clarke, I couldn't agree more 
with the spirit of what was writ
ten. However, I believe Mr. 
Clarke should do a bit of self
reflection in this matter unless 
of course unsolicited sarcasm 
falls outside of his definition of 
"Kindness." 

I say this because I was sub
ject to an unkind retort from 
Mr. Clarke when I approached 
Councilmember (Goran) Eriks
son after a meeting and com
mented that the minute I was 
allocated to speak was the short
est minute on record. Mr. Clarke 

seated next to Mr. Eriksson said 
"so, call the Police." I looked 
for a smile or a chuckle io see 
if he was trying to connect with 
me in any way. None was to be 
found. I found the sarcasm unfit
ting for a council member. 

In addition to the sarcasm, 
what angered me was the fact I 
was not addressing Mr. Clarke. 
So, it was stinging to read Mr. 
Clarke extolling the virtues of 
kindness when he should take a 
look at his own efforts at being 
kind, and keeping his sarcasm 
confined to friends and family 
members. 

- Joseph Stone, Culver City 

Field. Another pressing issue is 
our lack of affordable housing, 
which includes (but is not lim
ited to) the personal upheaval 
caused when rents rise so great
ly that families are forced to 
move, and the tragedies faced 
by the homeless people strug
gling to live here. 

Daniel Lee and Alex Fisch are 
highly intelligent and articulate 
individuals greatly knowledge
able about the very issues that 
_L _ .1_1 ,_. __ . ~ 1_L 

we face. 
These two gentlemen are well 

qualified to tackle the revamp
ing of our General Plan-our 
city's great opportunity to affect 
everyth ing from traffic conges
tion, to development, to fiber 
optics, to implementation of 
renewable sources of energy, 
to greater sustainability~you 

name it! 
Please vote Tuesday, April 10, 

for Daniel Lee and Alex Fisch! 
n.1 

SUPER LOTTO PLUS AND POWERBALL 

State Lottery Customer Service 800-LOTTERY (568-8379) 

"Press #1 to get current and past winning numbers. 


It"s a free call.·' 

Note: We assume no responsibi«ly for errors made by this newspaper or the California 


Lottery. All Super Lotto Plus and Powerball players are encouraged to double check 

results at the lottery website. 


MARCH 31 

Super 12-27-29-30-47 


Mega: 19 

Power 8-24-52-55-61 


Pwr: 21 


MARCH 28 
C::lln"" ':\ __.L1n_?1--1? 

Power 6-8-26-52-53 

Pwr: 21 


MARCH 24 

Super 1-9-15-22-43 


Mega: 3 

Power 1 0-33-45-5_3-5.6 


http:able.org
www.achiev
http:www.culvercitynews.org



