
Vote on Tuesda April 

CUT POLICE &FIRE? 

By Stephen Hadland was revealed that Daniel Lee and Alex disengaged from local politics." 
Observer Publisher Fisch had less than stellar records for He went on to say that he voted 

voting in Culver City elections. For in the last city election. He noted 
Through the various candidates' fo mer Mayor and Councilmember Steve that the firm Political Data, Inc. did 

rums held throughout the city, we have Gourley claimed that Fisch had not vot not count absentee ballots in the 
put together a compilation on the four ed in a couple of local elections, even last election, adding that he had 
candidates with their views and posi- though he had voted in state and na- voted by mail. 

Local Voting 

Records 


Become Issue 

sionate about this city," Vera said. "I'm 
at the store (Sorrento Mar1<et) every 
day." I invite people to come down to 
deal with their issues," 

Lee spoke about diversity stating, 
ii\lQr<>itv of sklll$~l)J 



Albert Vera Daniel Lee 

tiona I races. 
City records show that Lee had nev

er voted in a city election unti l his run In 
2016, Fisch voted by absentee in 2016 
and had not voted since 2016. Can
didates Albert Vera and Marcus Tiggs 
had voted in every recent city election. 

Fisch commented "I'm not sure. I felt 

Marcus Tiggs 

tions on matters affecting Culver City 
While the candidates agreed on 

many issues, including the ban on 
fracking and protecting the city, two big 
revelations emanated during the fo
rums held in Blair Hills and at the Dem
ocratic Club. 

At the Democratic Club forum, it 

Observer Publisher Files Complaint with State Bar 
Culver City Observer Publisher Stephen Hadland has fi led a complaint with 

the California State Bar associate against attorney Les Greenberg, Esq. for 
requesting criminal charges be filed against him and Culver City Councilman 
Jim Clarke. 

Greenberg sent letters to both City Attorney Carol Schwab and Police Chief 
Scott Bixby. Schwab has already rejected the request. 

In requesting the investigation, Mr. Hadland stated: "In each case, Mr. Green
berg, Esq. threatened and requested that Councilmember Clarke and myself 
be subject to criminal prosecution for exercising our right to Free Speech and 
challenging the freedom of the Press. 

I have attached copies of the pages the articles and comments appeared 
on. They are also available for review on our website at: www.culvercityob
server.com Q 

Mr. Hadland went on to quote Section 3.10 of the Rules of Professional Con
duct of the State Bar: "Attorneys cannot use their position to threaten criminal 
action simply because of a civil dispute. There are probably other sections 
relating to attorneys who abuse their position by making unfounded threats.' 

Alex Fisch 

During the forums, all the candidates 
were asked why they are running for 
public office. 

"I'm running because I'm really pas

1'99;' QVl ''"111.0''L~Qr. -.. 1.·.............. ...,..tHt:;t , .., 

make a difference. I think I have made 
a difference on the Planning Commis
sion, working on the Fiesta LA Ballona 
Committee, and the Centennial Com
mittee. Now I want to make a differ
ence to the whole community. " 

Fisch responded with: ~Th is is the 
moment. My experience is relevant. 
housing criSis, homelessness, budget 
challenges, environmental challeng
es." 

Candidates continued on page 11 

EDITORIAL 
No Place in Culver City For 

Character Assassination 
The vicious and uncalled for person

al attacks on two candidates running 
for City Council are reprehensible and 
deeply disturbing. 

What is worse is the way some of 
former leaders in our city were por
trayed. 

As a member of the Culver City 
Chamber of Commerce and a former 
chairman, I can speak from firsthand 
knowledge that the chamber is not run 
by fat cats who control City Hall. In 
fact, the chamber has a long history of 
working with local community groups 
to find common ground and a balance 
between residents and local business

es. Most of the chamber members are 
small business struggling to keep their 
doors open. If you look around the city, 
you will see our members everywhere. 
They are your local car washes, dry 
cleaners, restaurants, bookkeepers, 
auto repair shops, etc. I would hardly 
call them fat cats. 

We do have a few fat cats, Sony, 
CulVer Studios, etc. They contribute 
money, time and effort to our city to 
make it a better place. They know that 
a strong, healthy community makes 
Culver City a better place for them and 
their employees. If that's the definition 

Editorial continued on page 11 
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Steve Hadland 
Observer Publisher 

We live on the west side of Culver City and today the horrible flyers you have 
taken a stand against in your last two papers were put on our porches. Unfor
tunately, we have no idea who delivered them and no names were on the flyers. 

We stand behind you and thank you for making public the divisiveness of this 
group of people. 

Culver City is better than this. 
Jeanne and Ken Conklin 
Culver City 

WESTCHESTER/MARINA OBSERVER 

PALOS VERDES VIEW 


4346 Sepulveda Blvd., Culver City, CA 90230 
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The Culver City Observer, Westches
ter/Marina Observer and Palos Verdes 
View are published weekly by Cali 
fornia Community Newspapers. The 
Palos Verdes View is adjudicted as a 
newspaper of general circulation for 
Los Angeles County. 

News and press releases may be sub
mitted for consideration by mail to PO. 
Box 2764, Culver City, CA 90231-2764 
or by E-mail toCCObserver@aol.com 
You can reach us at 
(310) 503-4145 

The entire contents of the Culver City 
Observer. Westchester/Marina Observ
er and Palos Verdes View are copy
righted by Arizona Newspaper Grou. 
Inc. and permission to reprint any ar
ticle herein must be obtained in writing 
from the Publisher. 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
(310) 503-4145 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
Subscriptions are available by mail 

for $100.00 per year, or Home 
Delivered for $19.00 per year" 

Results of the April 3, 2018 election: 

Sydney K. Kamlager (D), 68.93%, 


total votes: 17,094 
Tepring Michelle Piquado (D), 

14.40%, total votes: 3,572 
Glen Ratcliff (R), 12.98%, total 

votes: 3,220 
Grayson A. Pangilinan (D), 3.68%, 

total votes: 913 
California Assembly District 54 in

cludes all of Culver City, as well as 
all or parts of Baldwin Hills, Ladera 
Heights, View Park-Windsor Hills, Cen
tury City, Crenshaw, Leimert Park, Mar 
Vista, Mid-City, UCLA, West Los Ange
les, Westwood, and Inglewood. 

The seat Kamlager won will end De-

Sydney Kamlager 
cember 3, 2018. Kamlager will be on 
the ballot in June, for a full two-year 
term. If the June election is not won 
by 50% plus one, there will be a runoff 
election for the seat in November 

City Attorney Rejects Claims to File 
Criminal ~harges Against Observer 

Publisher & City Councilman 
Carol Schwab, the City Attorney of Culver City, rejected requests by local 

resident Les Greenberg to file criminal charges against Culver City Observer 
Publisher Stephen Hadland and Culver City Councilman Jim Clarke in regard 
to an election article published in the Culver City Observer. 

In the March 15 article, the Observer reported that a local "ad hoc" organiza
tion distributed an inflammatory, campaign flyer to residents that blasted two of 
the City Council candidates as lackeys of the local chamber. 

In her letter to Greenberg, Schwab stated: "Based on the information you 
provided, there is insufficient evidence that either Mr. Hadland or Council Mem
ber Clarke used threats, intimidation or coercion against the Committee to in
terfere with its First Amendment rights. " 

To further clarify her view, Schwab added: "The evidence you cited consti
tutes Mr. Hadland 's and COllncil Member Clarke's protected speech under the 
First Amendment and is not a sufficient basis for a Bane Act lawsuit." 

DBA's $59 + filing fee 

Lowest Price On The Westside 

310~503.4145 


4346 Sepulveda Blvd., Culver City CA 90230 
lNVVVtI.C u l ver CitvObserve r.com 

http:verCitvObserver.com
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Note
The matter involved a Bane Act violation --- a civil charge.



Candidates continued 

from page 1 


Would you cut police and fire budgets if needed? 
Tiggs and Vera said they would not cut police and fire. Fisch said he 

would look at overtime. Lee commented that he would "audit the police 
and fire budget to see where we can reduce," adding that to "some degree 
over policing can be as much of an issue as under policing". 

What about Fracking? 
All the candidates said they are against fracking in Culver City. Tiggs, 

Fisch and Vera unequivocally stated they want a fracking ban; Lee pro
posed an excise tax to pay for monitoring oil field activity, offsets, and a 
$2.5 billion bond from the Inglewood Oil Field operator to pay for any harm 
from accidents or pollution. 

During the forums, the candidates highlighted their backgrounds and 
services to the community. 

Alex Fisch has been a resident of Culver City for 13 years; he currently 
serves as Chair on the Culver City Homeless Committee. He is a corpo
rate attorney. 

Daniel Lee has resided in Culver City for 15 years; he serves on the 
Culver City Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Committee, and has served 
as Chair. Lee is a social worker. 

Marcus Tiggs is a 25-year resident of Culver City. He serves on the Cul
ver City Planning Commission (8 years, including being Past Chair); he's 
been on the Fiesta La Ballona Committee for 12 years (Past Chair); and 
is a member of the Culver City Centennial Committee and the Culver City 
Unified School District Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee. He is a found
ing member of the Rancho Higuera Neighborhood Association, a retired 
combat veteran (Lt. Colonel,). Tiggs works as an attorney. 

Albert Vera is a lifelong Culver City resident. He is on the Board of Direc
tors for Upward Bound House and the YMCA; and is a Culver City Cham
ber of Commerce member; He is the owner of the Sorrento Italian Market. 

At most of the forums, the candidates' answers tended to be pretty sim
ilar. But at one forum, the candidates had decidedly different answers to a 
few questions. 

"Name your favorite Saturday morning cartoon?" was asked at the Blair 
Hills Candidates Forum. 

Vera: Tom and Jerry. 
Lee: The Smurfs. 
Tiggs: SpongeBob. 
Fisch: Ren & Stimpy. 
"ArtisUgroup/band you 'd listen to/if stuck on a desert island?" was also 

asked at the Blair Hills Candidates Forum. 
Lee: Prince. 
Tiggs: Celia Cruz. 
Fisch: Zeppelin. 
Vera: George Strait. 

Editoria-I continued from 

page 1 


of Fat Cats I would like to have a few 
more. 

Yes, the chamber -- as a PAC and like 
many other PACs - makes a small con
tribution to the candidates they endorse. 
There is a limit on how much an individual 
or PAC can contribute. 

The most disturbing thing to us is the 
character assassination the cartoon im
plies. The individuals identified in the in
flammatory flyer have given repeatedly to 
our community. 

Three were identified; the fourth, for
mer mayor and Chamber President Steve 
Rose, had his name blacked out because 
he had passed away just weeks earlier. 

Former Mayor Andy Weissman distin
guished himself on the City Council with 
the goal of returning civility and decorum 
to the council meetings. He has head
ed almost every volunteer organization 
in the city. Too many to even list. Each 
year, I would get the call from Weissman 
asking for my donation to help the Cul
ver-Palms YMCA. 

Former Mayor Paul Ja.cobs and his wife 
Joy have donated thousands of hours to 
the community they live in and love. Paul 
recently chaired the Centennial Commit
tee which planned and orchestration the 
yearlong 100th anniversary of the city. 
He serves as President of the Raintree 
Townhouse Association and sits on the 
Board of Directors of the Sister City Com
mittee. He served on many commissions 
and committees. 

Former Mayor Jozelle Smith also do
nated many hours of community service 
and has served on the board of directors 
of local non-profit organizations, includ
ing 'the Culver-Palms YMCA, CC Parks 
& Recreation Commission, CC Histori
cal SOCiety, CC Sister City Committee; 
Agape International Spiritual Center; 

graduate CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team) and CPA (Citizens Po
lice Academy). 

Look around Culver City, much of what 
we have today were created by Andy 
Weissman, Paul Jacobs, Jozelle and 
Steve Rose: 

The Redevelopment of Downtown 
Culver City - including restaurants, mov
ie theaters and renovation of the iconic 
Culver Hotel -- the New City Hall, the re
designed streets of Hannum, Malat and 
Rudman to control traffic, and the cre
ation of Sid Kronenthal Park, West Culver 
Park and Fox Hills Park 

Finally, the late Steven Rose. Yes, 
Steve was a strong advocate for the busi
ness community but, as a lifelong resi
dent and homeowner in Culver City, he 
was also dedicated to maintaining and 
improving the quality of life of its resi
dents. 

You may disagree with these individu
als on policy and direction of the city, but 
I must tell you their characters are above 
reproach and it is an insult to our city and 
our residents to try to attack the character 
of each one of them. 

This insults them and our whole com
munity. 

The attacks on two candidates, Albert 
Vera and Marcus Tiggs, are also unjusti
fied. We believe each candidate has the 
best interest of the city at heart. They dif
fer however in their approach. 

All four candidates have a story to tell 
and poliCies they would like to enact. 
Each one of them has a deep caring for 
our city. . 

It's time to help our city that we all love 
and elevate this City Council campaign 
out of the gutter and act like the "City of 
Kindness" we all believe in. 
Culver City Observer 
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