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LETTERS TO 

JUDGMENT AGAINST OB­
SERVER PUBLISHER 

On Feb. 13, 2019. a Los An­
geles Superior Court J udge en­
tered a judgment in my favor, 
awm'ding both compensatory 
and punitive damages, against 
Culver City Observer. Inc.­
operator of the Culver Cit.y 
Observer newspaper, whose 
p ublisher jg St.ephen Had­
land- due to it defaming me. 
One run' befure the trial, Ste­

phen Hadland relU,~ved hirusclf 
from Lhe ca'>e hy petitiomng fo1' 
personal bankruptcy-Chaptel' 

("No property appears to be 
available to pa.v creditnl's.") . 

The defamation involved 
my legal representation of the 
Ad Hoc ('ommittec 1'01' Culver 
City Residents li'ir!<t.. (Coillilllt­
lee) with respect to its anony­
mous door-tn·door disu:ibubon 
of a political flyer dunng the 
last City-CoUllcil-election cam­
paign. That flyer encouraged 
voters to vote, but noi for two 
designated candidates. 

In McIntyre v. Ohio Elec­
tions Commission 514 U.S. 334 
(1995), the United States Su­
preme Court held, in pertinent 
part: "Under our Constitution, 
anonymous pamphleteering 
is not a pernicious, fraudulent 
practice, but an honorable tra­
dition of advocacy and of dis­
sent. Anonymity is a shield 
from the tyranny of the 
majority." 

THE EDITOR 

-

The Judge found, III part, 
"Culver City Observer, Inc. 
published. via the Culver City 
Observer, the 0 false state­
ments [about me] with malice, 
acting intentionally and not 
recklessly, as part ofan effort to 
intimate the [Committee] from 
exercising its Constitutional 
right of freedom of speech dur­
ing a City-Council-election 
campaign." The Culver City 
Observer incited vigilantes to 
follow and photograph Com­
mittee members. On its front­
page, the newspaper published 
photographs of local residents 
who it claimed were Commit­
tee members. 

In spite of the attempted 
intimidation, the Committee 
encourages all residents to in­
voke their Constitutional righ t 
of free speech dming the next 
and all futw'e City-Council 
elections. Furthermore, the 
Committee encourages new 
faces- who believe l·esident.s 
come first--to throw their hats 
into the r in g. 

- Les Greenberg 
Esquire 


